What s The Referral Process?

@irls arg referred to Girls Court after being
charged with an offensg by the prosgcutor. {fter
consultation with a defense attorney girls arg
referred for an gvaluation to determing ¢ligibility
for thg program.

Opt-Out Period: Girls Court is voluntary.

Paring the first month trial period of the program,

also kKnown as theg “opt-out” period, participants
may choosg to have their casg returnegd to the
Juvenilg Court. [l their rights will be restored
gxeept for the right to a timely adjudication which
will start at thg ngxt court hgaring following the
gouth's decision to voluntarily withdraw from the
program. Oncg participants have complgted the
opt-out period, they will sign a final order and
can only withdraw from theg program after a
requgst is madg to the judge. If a withdrawal is
approved, participants do not havg a right to trial
and the judge will determing guilt based on the
facts presented in the policg report(s).

Ritsap County
Juvenilg duperior Court

1338 SW Old Clifton Road
Port Orchard, W 98367
360-337-5402
Fax: 360-337-5404

Contaets for further questions

about @irls Court:

Jessy Baker
Court Services Officer
360-337-5468
jbaker@kitsap.gov

Shannon Porter
Treatment Court Supervisor
360-337-5466
sporter@Kkitsap.gov

Laura E. Yelish
Yelish Law
(360) 876-9900
Laura@yelishlaw.com
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Girls

Committed to providing
compassionate and effective

services to youth, their families,
and our community.




What Is Girls Court?

Girls Court is a voluntary, therapeutic
treatment program, for girls aged 14-17
gears. It is a preg-adjudication court and
is dgsigned to gncouragg the
development of strgngth, courage,
confidgncg, hongsty, and ¢ffective
communication sKills. Our goal is to
gnhanecg girls’ ability to take full
advantagg of their talgnts, acadgmic
intgrests, carger goals, and potegntial for
healthy relationships. @Qirls Court is a
minimum of twelve (12)months for fglony
lgvel offensegs and ning (9) months for
misdgmeanor offgnsegs. The program
must bg completed within two (2) years.
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Who makegs up Girls Court?

Committed supportive adults including:

* Judge

* Probation Counsglor

* Defense and Prosgcuting {ttorngys

» Therapist

* Partngrships with community
organizations.

When is Girls Court?

Girls Court is held onecg a month to
revigw thg progrgss of thg participants
and their compliancg with program
conditions. Jouth will also attend
monthly activitigs arranged by Girls
Court staff that include skill building
and positivg group gngagement. Pargnts
arg strongly gncouraged to attgnd their
gouth’s hearings and activitigs to help
support their progregss throughout the
program.

Bengfits:

When girls voicg their ideas and
opinions in a safg gnvironment, it
strgngthegns their confidgneg and
gncourages them to gxpress themselves
morg fully.

* @Qirls will have better aceess to
intgnsive services.

* Bg heard regularly in court.

+ Work with a supportive team.

* lsgarn skills to rgsolve barrigrs.

* @Qain conngetions with community
supports.

Upon complgetion of the program there

will bg a graduation and theg chargg(s)

referred to Girls Court will be dismissed.
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Basic Regquirgments of
Girls Court:

* Mandatory court and activity
appgarancgs monthly or as
dgtermingd by the team.

*  Pargnt/Guardian participation and
support.

+  Wegekly contact with probation officer.

* School attgndancg and participation
or gmplogment (if gducation
requirgments arg completed).

» Pollow the rulegs of the
homeg/placgment.

« ttend and participate with
counsgling and sgrvicegs as
recommended.

€ngaging youth and familigs.

The Girls Court tgam work with
participants to ergate individualized casg
plans and s¢t goals. Casg plans will be
created with gouth and their familigs
focusing on risk Igvel, argas of neged, and
identifying appropriate services.
Convgrsations with theg gouth and
familigs start at the initial intakeg process
and continugs throughout thg program.



