
 

 

Luke McRedmond 

 
 

The first Kitsap territorial clerk, Luke McRedmond, reached 

the ripe old age of 80!  He began the first term in 1858, the 



 

 

same year the Iron Horse began operation with the 

Northwest Railroad.   

McRedmond, who was born in Ireland, followed the droves 
of immigrants sailing into the west coast in search of wealth 
and happiness.  He first took root in San Francisco during 
the Gold Rush era and then sailed north towards Seattle in 
1852.  Versatility was McRedmond’s main ingredient for 
success as he was a Sea Captain, a carpenter and, like most 
citizens of Kitsap, worked the lumber mills before 
eventually became a politician.  Along with serving as the 
county clerk he also held office as the Auditor, Assessor and 
as County Commissioner for four years.   
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              (Redmond Post Office - Luke McRedmond far right) 

 

After turning 50 years old, McRedmond uprooted and 
relocated to Seattle where he ran for King County Sheriff 
and was one of the initial discoverers of the Black Diamond 
Coal mines.  He was also the first postmaster of Redmond, 
the city that still bears his name.  Pushing paper as a Kitsap 
County clerk may appear to be a dull position to most, but 
McRedmond and the next clerk, John Webster had 
character that stood out well beyond the average citizen of 
those times. 

 

 



 

  



 

 

Special thanks to the Bainbridge Island Historical Museum for 

providing the pictures of Luke and the bio materials!  We believe 

Luke McRedmond was the first Clerk of the County for the 

Washington Territory after the county was established in July of 

1857.   

 

Please visit the museum at: 

http://bainbridgehistory.org/ 
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