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Although Kitsap County appears to be rural due to the vistas of water, mountains 
and trees, it actually has the third highest population density in the state of 
Washington, only surpassed by Clark and King Counties.  
 
Of the four incorporated cities in Kitsap County, the largest city is Bremerton with a 
2012 population of 39,051 (+3.50% from the 2010 estimate).  The 2012  
population for Port Orchard is 11,333(+1% from 2010); Poulsbo 9,336 (+1% from 
2010) and Bainbridge Island 23,262(+1% from 2010). Population is expected to 
remain fairly constant through the current economic climate although annexations 
by Port Orchard and Poulsbo will also affect population counts going forward.   
 
Employment.  Total employment increased to 124,310 in 2012 (2,920 from 2011) 
while unemployment was at 7.8%.  The service-providing sector gained 1,900 jobs 
in 2012.  Kitsap County’s strongest economic asset continues to be its availability 
of a well-trained, highly motivated workforce.  The unemployment rate decreased 
by 1% from 2011. The strong work ethic of a labor pool associated with military 
employment continues to attract attention from national employers.  With the 
addition of well-qualified students from Olympic College and private training 
institutes, the County remains a desirable location for prospective employers. 
 
Construction.  New construction activity is an important economic indicator that 
greatly affects County operations and workload in areas such as planning, permits, 
land services, public records, public works and public construction.  
 
In 2012, new construction property values dropped to $174 million (-0.7% from 
2011), and the assessed value of all properties totaled $26.12 billion (-3.72% from 
2011).  
 
The number and value of permits issued is an indicator of future growth in the 
county property tax base.  In 2012, the County issued 1,928 building permits. This 
represented a 9% increase from 2011.       
 
Kitsap County’s lower valued real estate has attracted buyers from more affluent 
markets in previous years. Once the current economic downturn is over, it is 
projected the County will again experience moderate growth due to the lower 
median cost of homes compared to the Seattle and Tacoma housing markets. 
 
Sales Tax Revenue.  Sales tax revenue increased by less than one tenth of a 
percent in 2012 to a total of $27,008,483 (+$13,108 from 2011).  The overall 
condition of the economy was stable if not stagnant which led to the very slight 
increase in retail sales and sales tax for 2012.  Based on current economic 
forecasts, total sales tax revenues are expected to continue increasing gradually in 
2013. 
 
Growth in Expenses.  Even as the economy shows signs of rebounding, the 
County continues to be faced with the problem; growth in revenues are not, nor 
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Elected Officials 
 

 TITLE INCUMBENT                       END OF TERM 
Assessor Jim Avery 12/31/14 
Auditor Walter Washington 12/31/14 
Clerk Dave Peterson  12/31/14 
Commissioner, District #1 Robert Gelder  12/31/15 
Commissioner, District #2 Charlotte Garrido  12/31/15 
Commissioner, District #3 Josh Brown  12/31/14 
Coroner                        Greg Sandstrom  12/31/14 
District Court Judge, #1 James Riehl  12/31/14 
District Court Judge, #2 Jeffrey J. Jahns  12/31/14 
District Court Judge, #3 Marilyn Paja  12/31/14 
District Court Judge, #4 Stephen J. Holman  12/31/14 
Prosecuting Attorney Russ Hauge  12/31/14 
Sheriff Steve Boyer  12/31/14 
Superior Court Judge, #1 Jeanette Dalton  12/31/12 
Superior Court Judge, #2 Leila Mills  12/31/12 
Superior Court Judge, #3 Anna Laurie  12/31/12 
Superior Court Judge, #4  Steve Dixon  12/31/16 
Superior Court Judge, #5  Jay B. Roof  12/31/12 
Superior Court Judge, #6 Kevin Hull  12/31/16 
Superior Court Judge, #7 M. Karlynn Haberly  12/31/12 
Superior Court Judge, #8 Sally F. Olsen  12/31/12 
Treasurer Meredith Green  12/31/14  
 
 
 
 

Appointed Officials 
 TITLE                                         INCUMBENT                        
County Administrator                  Vacant 
Director of Public Works  Randy Casteel 
Director of Administrative Services   Amber D’Amato 
Director of Personnel & Human Resources  Bert Furuta 
Director of Community Development      Larry Keeton 
Director of Parks and Recreation   Jim Dunwiddie 
Director of Information Services & Facilities  Bud Harris 
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