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S447 BMPs for Roof Vents

Description of Pollutant Sources: This activity applies to processes that vent emissions to the roof and/or the
accumulation of pollutants on roofs. Processes of special concern are stone cutting, metal grinding, spray
painting, paint stripping, galvanizing and electroplating. Pollutants from these processes may build up on roofs
and may pollute stormwater roof runoff.

Pollutant Control Approach: Evaluate the potential sources of stormwater pollutants and apply source control
BMPs where feasible.

Applicable BMPs:

Identify processes that are vented and may contribute pollutants to the roof. Pollutants of concern include
and are not limited to:

Metal dust

Grease from food preparation

Solvents

Hydrocarbons

Fines

Stone dust

Look for chemical deposition around vents, pipes, and other surfaces.

Install and maintain appropriate source control measures such as air pollution control equipment (filters,
scrubbers, and other treatment). (City of San José Environmental Services, 2004)

Check that your scrubber solution is appropriate for the chemistry of the fumes.

Install vent covers and drip pans where there are none.

Prevent leaks in pipefittings and containment vessels with routine maintenance.

Consider instituting operational or process changes to reduce pollution.

If proper installation and maintenance of air pollution control equipment does not prevent pollutant fallout on
your roof, additional treatment of the roof runoff may be necessary.

Install/provide appropriate devices for roof runoff before it is discharged off site. This may include
approved Runoff Treatment BMPs or structural stormwater treatment BMPs.
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Maintain air filters and pollution control equipment on a regular basis to ensure they are working properly.
(The smell of odors from outside the building indicates that the pollution control equipment may need
maintenance or evaluation.)

When cleaning accumulated emissions from roof tops, collect the washwater and loose materials using a
sump pump, wet vacuum, or similar device. Discharge the collected runoff to the sanitary sewer after
approval by the local sewer authority, or have a waste disposal company remove it.
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