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S420 BMPs for Painting / Finishing / Coating of Vehicles /
Boats / Buildings / Equipment

Description of Pollutant Sources: Surface preparation and the application of paints, finishes, and/or coatings to
vehicles, boats, buildings, and/or equipment outdoors can be sources of pollutants. Potential pollutants include
organic compounds, oils and greases, heavy metals, and suspended solids.

Pollutant Control Approach: Cover and contain painting and sanding operations and apply good housekeeping
and preventive maintenance practices to prevent the contamination of stormwater with painting over sprays and
grit from sanding.

Applicable Operational BMPs:

Train employees in the careful application of paints, finishes, and coatings to reduce misuse and over spray.
Use drop cloths underneath outdoor painting, scraping, and sandblasting work, and properly clean and
temporarily store collected debris daily.

Do not conduct spraying, blasting, or sanding activities over open water or where wind may blow paint into
water.

Wipe up spills with rags and other absorbent materials immediately. Do not hose down the area to a storm
sewer, receiving water, or conveyance ditch.

On dock areas sweep rather than hose down debris. Collect any hose water generated and convey to
appropriate treatment and disposal.

Use a catch basin cover, filter sock, or other effective runoff control device if dust, grit, washwater, or other
pollutants may escape the work area and enter a catch basin. The containment device(s) must be in place
at the beginning of the workday. Collect contaminated runoff and solids and properly dispose of such wastes
before removing the containment device(s) at the end of the workday.

Use a ground cloth, pail, drum, drip pan, tarpaulin, or other protective device for activities such as outdoor
paint mixing and tool cleaning, or where spills can contaminate stormwater.

Properly dispose of all wastes and prevent all uncontrolled releases to the air, ground, or water.

Clean paintbrushes and tools covered with water-based paints in sinks connected to sanitary sewers. Do
not dump pollutants collected in portable containers into a stormwater drain.

Clean brushes and tools covered with non-water-based paints, finishes, or other materials in a manner that
allows collection of used solvents (e.g. paint thinner, turpentine, xylol) for recycling or proper disposal.
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Store toxic materials under cover (tarp, etc.) during precipitation events and when not in use to prevent
contact with stormwater.

Applicable Structural Source Control BMPs:

Enclose and/or contain all work while using a spray gun or conducting sand blasting and in compliance with
applicable air pollution control, OSHA, and WISHA requirements. Do not conduct outside spraying, grit blasting, or
sanding activities during windy conditions that render containment ineffective.

Recommended Operational BMPs:

Dispose of water-based paints by drying them out and then placing them in the garbage. Do not dump
pollutants collected in portable containers into a sanitary sewer drain or a storm drain.

Recycle paint, paint thinner, solvents, pressure washwater, and any other recyclable materials.

Use efficient spray equipment such as electrostatic, air-atomized, high volume/low pressure, or gravity feed
spray equipment.

Purchase recycled paints, paint thinner, solvents, and other products, if feasible.
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