
Kitsap County Public Works hosted a special ribbon cutting ceremony celebrating 
recent upgrades at the Central Kitsap Treatment Plant on Wednesday, June 12, 
2019. The upgrades included new ultra-violet disinfection equipment to improve 
energy efficiency and new dewatering centrifuges to provide redundancy in solids 
treatment.

Wastewater that leaves the treatment plant is disinfected with ultra-violet (UV) 
light before it is released into the Puget Sound. UV disinfection equipment that 
was installed at CKTP in 1997 was energy inefficient and maintenance was 
becoming an issue. The new UV system and computed energy savings qualify for 
$200K in grant funding from Puget Sound Energy after successful operation. The 
Department of Commerce provided $350K in grant funding to go towards the 
$3.8 million project. 

Solids removed during the treatment process go through a separate biological 
process to generate biosolids, which are then land applied in eastern Washington. 
The solids are dewatered using a centrifuge. It is a high-speed process that uses 
force from rapid rotation of a cylindrical bowl to separate solids from the liquid. 
Dewatering the solids reduces the hauling volume and costs. The $4.8 million in 
dewatering upgrades include two new centrifuges and replaces a single outdated 
centrifuge. The new equipment will improve efficiency and provide redundancy in 
solids handling. 

Both projects were funded by Kitsap County, City of Poulsbo, and Naval Base 
Kitsap Keyport.

Central Kitsap Treatment Plant treats an average of 3.5 million gallons of sewage 
per day, produces 1000 Tons of biosolids annually, and serves more than 50,000 
people, including the City of Poulsbo, Keyport and Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 
Public tours are available for Kitsap County residents interested in the wastewater 
treatment process. Contact Kitsap1 at 360.337.5777 for more information. 

Keep wipes away from the toilet and remind family and guests 
that only toilet paper goes down the drain!

Simple solutions like mesh screens can catch small items and 
keep your drains clear

Help prevent fatbergs! Always remove grease from pots and pans 
before washing in the sink or dishwasher
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CENTRAL KITSAP TREATMENT PLANT 
(CKTP) CELEBRATES RECENT UPGRADES 

Good habits at home can prevent clogs in 
your plumbing and in our sewer system. 

Don’t let items such as grease or wipes 
go down drains. During business hours, 
contact Kitsap1 at 360.337.5777 
immediately to report sewer issues. If you 
suspect a sewer spill after hours, call 911.

Commissioner Rob Gelder cuts the ribbon on the new UV disinfection facility at Central Kitsap 
Treatment Plant. Pictured (L to R): Floyd Bayless, Chris Sheridan, Rich Neal, Commissioner Rob 
Gelder, Council Member Kenneth Thomas (City of Poulsbo), and Dave Tucker

STOP CLOGS BEFORE 
THEY STOP YOU!



FIGHT THE FATBERGS!
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Fatbergs! What are these monsters living in our sewer 
systems, and how do they get there? Fatbergs can grow 
in pipes where fats, oils, and grease solidify and block 
flow. Left to its own devices, the fatberg will continue to 
grow, collecting bits and pieces of contraband that make 
it down drains. What is contraband?  Cotton swabs, 
dental floss, and wipes that should never be flushed can 
all become part of the monster.

When we pour something down our drains or flush our 
toilets, it is out of sight out of mind. But the journey 
through the sewer system is just beginning. Fats, oils, 
and grease poured down drains in liquid form will 
eventually solidify and cause clogs in pipes. Adding hot 
water or detergent may seem like a solution, but this is 
only temporary and pushes the problem further down 
the system.

Sewer Utility crews monitor the pipes and pump stations 
in our sewer systems to ensure they are clear and 
working properly. With routine maintenance, blockages 
are removed before they become a problem for our 
customers. But fatbergs don’t only slow the flow in 
the pipes, they slow the maintenance crews by making 
additional work, and increase operation costs for your 
sewer service.

Most fatbergs occur in residential areas. Commercial producers of grease are regulated and required to provide proper disposal, but there 
are no rules on how we use our plumbing at home. Neighborhoods with recurring maintenance issues may receive notice from the 
Sewer Utility to make residents aware and encourage proper disposal methods.

Help us fight fatbergs by keeping fats, oils, and grease out of drains. Your Sewer Utility offers a free “Can the Grease” kit to our 
customers to encourage proper disposal. The kit includes a can lid, scraper, and information on disposal and recycling options for used 
cooking oil. To request your free kit, call Kitsap1 at 360.337.5777. 

Fatberg found in a Kitsap County residential sewer pipe during a sewer TV inspection

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT UPDATE
A construction project slated to start this year along Bay Shore Drive and Washington Avenue in Old Town Silverdale has been 
delayed. The Contractor’s bids were opened on May 21, 2019. Unfortunately, bids exceeded available funding, therefore the County 
is rejecting all bids. The County is exploring options on how to deliver the project and anticipates rebidding the project later this year, 
with construction expected to begin in 2020.

This project will provide upgrades to sewer and stormwater infrastructure, road resurfacing, and sidewalk construction on Bay Shore 
Drive, Washington Avenue, and Byron Street. The project area extends from the waterfront park to Bucklin Hill Road. This is a joint 
project with County Roads and Stormwater Divisions and Silverdale Water District. Visit Kcowa.us/BayWash to sign up for project 
updates. 

Take a tour of the Central Kitsap Treatment Plant with Commissioner 
Robert Gelder on the May edition of Commissioner’s Corner. Get a look 
at how the facility and personnel are working to keep Puget Sound clean.

The video can be viewed at https://vimeo.com/335511885. Thank you 
Commissioner Gelder for your interest in educating the public about our 
facility.

CKTP FEATURED ON COMMISSIONER’S CORNER
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