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S413 BMPs for Log Sorting and Handling

Description of Pollutant Sources: Log yards are paved or unpaved areas where logs are transferred, sorted,
debarked, cut, and stored to prepare them for shipment or for the production of dimensional lumber, plywood,
chips, poles, or other products. Log yards are generally maintained at sawmills, shipping ports, and pulp mills.
Typical pollutants include oil and grease, BOD, settleable solids, total suspended solids (including soil), high and
low pH, heavy metals, pesticides, wood-based debris, and leachate

The following are pollutant sources:

Log storage, rollout, sorting, scaling, and cutting areas

Log and liquid loading areas

Log sprinkling

Debarking, bark bin and conveyor areas

Bark, ash, sawdust and wood debris piles, and solid wastes

Metal salvage areas

Truck, rail, ship, stacker, and loader access areas

Log trucks, stackers, loaders, forklifts, and other heavy equipment

Maintenance shops and parking areas

Cleaning areas for vehicles, parts, and equipment

Storage and handling areas for hydraulic oils, lubricants, fuels, paints, liquid wastes, and other liquid
materials

Pesticide usage for log preservation and surface protection

Application of herbicides for weed control

Contaminated soil resulting from leaks or spills of fluids

Ecology’s Baseline General Permit Requirements:

Industries with log yards or areas where logs are sorted or loaded are required to obtain coverage under the
Industrial Stormwater General Permit for discharges of stormwater associated with industrial activities. The permit
requires preparation and on-site retention of an Industrial Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).
Required and recommended operational, structural source control, and treatment BMPs are presented in detail in

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/wq/Permits/Flare/2019SWMMWW/Content/Topics/FrontCover.htm?TocPath=2019%2520SWMMWW%257C_____0
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/wq/Permits/Flare/2019SWMMWW/Content/Topics/VolumeIV/VolIV_TitlePage.htm?TocPath=2019%2520SWMMWW%257CVolume%2520IV%2520-%2520Source%2520Control%2520BMP%2520Library%257C_____0
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/wq/Permits/Flare/2019SWMMWW/Content/Topics/VolumeIV/OtherSourceControlBMPs/OtherSourceControlBMPs_MiniTOC.htm?TocPath=2019%2520SWMMWW%257CVolume%2520IV%2520-%2520Source%2520Control%2520BMP%2520Library%257CIV-7%2520Other%2520Source%2520Control%2520BMPs%257C_____0
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Industrial Stormwater General Permit Implementation Manual for Log Yards (Ecology, 2016c). Ecology
recommends that all log yard facilities obtain a copy of this document.
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