


 Public Comment Period (January 8 – February 26, 2019)

 Work Study Sessions
 12/18/2018 - Workplan, small cell introduction, federal standards

 1/8/2019 - Preliminary draft code

 1/22/2019 - Staff report with updated draft code, preliminary feedback

 Public Hearing
 2/19/2019 

 Deliberations and recommendation
 3/19/2019 

 Findings of Fact
 4/2/2019



 Roundtable discussion open to stakeholders and the public

 Before public comment period opens

 Public Comment Period (April 3 – April 22, 2019)

 Work Study Sessions

 3/27/2019 - process update, wireless facilities introduction, federal 

standards

 4/15/2019 - staff report, recommended final draft ordinance

 Public Hearing

 4/22/2019 scheduled, 5/13/2019 option

 Deliberations and adoption



 Small Wireless Facilities 
presentation by Lelah Vaga 
(Verizon)

 12/18/2018 meeting recorded 

via BKAT

 Link to presentation available on 

the code updates website at: 

https://www.kitsapgov.com/dcd

/Pages/Code-Updates.aspx

 Explains consumer demand and 

5 G technologies 

https://www.kitsapgov.com/dcd/Pages/Code-Updates.aspx


 Telecommunications regulated by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC)

 1996 Telecommunications Act (1996 Act).

 2009 Shot Clock Order  (2009 Order).

 2012 Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (2012 
Spectrum Act).

 2014 Clarifications Order for the 2012 Act (2014 Order).

 2018 Small Wireless Facilities Order (2018 Order).

 Result:  local governments have less authority to regulate



 Telecommunications heavily regulated by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC)

 1996  Telecommunication Act
Citation:  47 USC 151 et seq.
Sweeping regulations aimed to open up the industry
47 USC 332 (c)(7) “preservation of local authority”

regulations cannot “unreasonably discriminate” and decisions for 
permit requests must occur “within a reasonable amount of time”

47 USC 253 “removal of barriers to entry”
47 USC 253 (a) regulations cannot effectively prohibit a business 

from providing telecom services
47 USC 253 (c) managing right-of-way, non-discriminatory fees 

published in advance
 Result:  local governments have less authority to regulate



2009 “Shot Clock Order” 
(permit review time):

 Citation:  FCC 09-99

 Wireless facility applications must be 
decided 

within 150 days of application being filed 
for new facilities

within 90 days of application being filed 
for “collocated” facilities

 Permit review presumptively reasonable 
and can be rebutted



2012 “Middle Class Tax Relief 
and Job Creation Act”

 Citation: 47 USC 1455 (a)

 County must approve a 
request to install eligible 
facilities on an existing 
tower/base station that 
doesn’t substantially change 
the dimensions



2014:  adopted clarifications for 2012

 Citation:  FCC 14-153

 Definitions

Existing tower/base station

Substantial change

Collocation

 New permit review timeframes for non-substantial changes

60 day permit review presumed reasonable

Day 1 is date of application, not date of completed application

Limited tolling (Stopping the clock)

Clock does not restart

 No decision in the required timeframe = approved



2018 “small wireless facilities” 
(roll out for 5G technology)

 Citation:  FCC 18-133

 Defines a “small wireless facility”

 New shot clock
New small wireless facility, 90 days
Collocated small wireless facility, 60 days
Day 1 is date of application, not date of completed application
Limited tolling (Stopping the clock)
Clock restarts (once) 
Batching allowed (multiple applications in one permit)

 No decision in the required timeframe = 30 days to appeal



2018 “small wireless facilities” 
(roll out for 5G technology):

 Fees

Published in advance

non-discriminatory

objectively reasonable approximation 
of actual cost

Restricts one time fees 

(e.g. permit, street closure)

Restricts recurring fees 

(e.g. rental fees for facilities)



2018 “small wireless facilities” (roll out for 5G technology):

 Aesthetics and other regulations 
(e.g. stealth technology, undergrounding, spacing)

published in advance

non-discriminatory

objectively reasonable

no more burdensome 
than other wireless 
infrastructure



17.530 Wireless Communication Facilities

 Exempt and Prohibited

 Permits required and design criteria:

 Tower-Based facilities

 Non-tower facilities

 Small Wireless Facilities

 Collocation

General Development Standards

Maintenance and repair

 Abandonment and Removal 



Kitsap County Code Update
17.530 ‘Wireless Communication Facilities’

Next Meeting:  

Board of County Commissioners Work Study on April 15, 2019

Website:  https://www.kitsapgov.com/dcd/Pages/Code-Updates.aspx
Contact:  Darren Gurnee, Planner and Project Lead

Kitsap County Department of Community Development
dgurnee@co.kitsap.wa.us
(360) 337-5777

https://www.kitsapgov.com/dcd/Pages/Code-Updates.aspx














Image Source:  Joint presentation for Kitsap County Planning Commission on December 18, 2018 


