
# Date Submitted Name Comment

1 8/10/2026 8:43 AM Anthony Kiehl
A research laboratory would make use of remote data-centers for compute capacity, not on premises.  A data-center is not a research lab and it's a bad faith argument.  
Someone claiming a data-center is a research lab is trying to make a grab for the citizenry's electricity and water.

2 8/10/2026 9:53 AM Kari Purdy
Once the clarification has been made what is Kitsap County stance on Data Centers? Are they going to be allowed? My stance is they should not. Water is scarce and 
electricity. Both are needed for homes in Kitsap.

3 8/10/2026 10:17 AM Cagdas Dirik

I am a resident of Kitsap County and I am commenting on this draft as an R&D engineer. It is appalling to observe bureaucracy to describe what a research is and try 
endlessly and meaningly classify tools and buildings and people into different categories. I am not sure if the intention is to prevent data centers and research facilities. 
But these draft is meaningless edits on a meaningless zoning requirements. Take an Amazon distribution center. Do you really think only distribution people and good 
use that facility? Robots and AI engineers work there to research and develop new automation techniques. Do you think research engineers are always on site? I as a 
research engineer connect to different machines on different states and data centers on a given day to conduct my research. My point is that please stop trying to 
clarify concepts you have no idea practicing. If you like to contribute to the well being of WA residents and Kitsap County residents, please scrap all these zoning 
restrictions instead of wasting tax payers money for edits. Please stop blocking advancements, blocking engineers, blocking research and development.

4 8/16/2026 8:07 AM Laurie Sterling

My understanding is that this is related to the potential for data centers to be built in our community. I am absolutely opposed to any data centers here. It is well 
documented that these centers bring great harm to communities for a number of reasons including significant disruption in infastructure by overuse of water and 
electricity while bringing very little value to the community as a whole. We must make choices for the good of this community the priority over profit for the few.

5 8/16/2026 8:50 AM Kelly Roberts

BOTH ordinances should include environmental policy language that have explicit expectations and guidelines of proper stewardship so as to not taint our county's 
health and well-being of all who live here - humans AND wildlife. The expectations for each type of facility should include, but are not limited to, the usage and waste 
management practices of all types of activities that are conducted in these facilities.

6 8/17/2026 2:23 PM Gloria Krein

What prompted these edits?  
Are there specific sites or proposals of concern? 
On the face of it the edits appear to be only clarifying existing rules, not changing them materially.  Is this true?
Please reply.

7 8/24/2026 8:51 AM David Pederson

Good Morning Commissioners:

I am David Pedersen.  In regards to KCC 17.110.658 Research Labs on page 3 of  the Draft Ordinance, lines 26-28 state, “or other activities not involving on-going 
research, investigation, testing, or experimentation by on-site personnel are not research labs.”  BESS and data centers are new emerging technologies that are still 
being developed and are constantly having ongoing research, investigation that requires testing or experimentation  improving the system's facility.  In consideration an 
existing research lab can be a data center, please see attachment A that shows three examples of data centers that function like scientific labs. 

In regards to KCC 17.110.743 Warehousing and Distribution, in the Draft Ordinance line 39 states, “consisting exclusively of physical goods,” in reading  the Director's 
Interpretation, dated July 13, 2026 found on WA Kitsap Bulletins page, it clearly states, “facilities that do not store significant tangible goods.” See attachments B and 
C.  Since the Director's interpretation cites “tangible goods” and the word “tangible” is a clearer description, the word physical should be replaced with “tangible” in
the edits

In conclusion, I am requesting the BOCC not adopt the current draft ordinance amending KCC 17.110 until further studies have been done to develop a better definition 
of what a Research Lab is and for DCD to define in detail what a data center and BESS facility are as well.!

Respectfully David Pedersen

(See Attachment A)
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Examples of Data Centers That Function Like Scientific Labs 
Several U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and national laboratory data centers operate much like 

scientific labs — they are purpose-built research environments for high-performance computing, data 

analysis, and scientific discovery, rather than general-purpose commercial data centers. 

1. Brookhaven National Laboratory – Scientific Data and Computing Center (SDCC)

The SDCC at Brookhaven Lab began in 1997 as the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider Computing

Facility and has since evolved into a full-service scientific computing hub. It supports major physics

experiments (e.g., RHIC, ATLAS, Belle-II), the National Synchrotron Light Source II, and the Center

for Functional Nanomaterials. The SDCC provides high-throughput, high-performance computing, data

storage, analysis, and preservation, serving domains from physics to climate science Brookhaven National 

Laboratory.

2. Jefferson Lab Data Center (JLDC)

Located at the Thomas Jefferson National Accelerator Facility in Newport News, VA, the JLDC is a

purpose-built research infrastructure for the DOE’s High Performance Data Facility (HPDF). It is

designed to meet the advanced computing, data, and AI needs of nuclear physics and other DOE

science programs. Like a lab, it is not a commercial cloud facility but a specialized environment for

scientific discovery Jefferson Lab+1.

3. Oak Ridge National Laboratory – Next-Generation Data Centers Institute (NGDCI)

ORNL’s NGDCI unites expertise in energy technologies, high-performance computing, cybersecurity,

and grid science to secure and operate next-generation AI data centers. It supports the deployment of AI

supercomputers like Discovery and Lux, focusing on power, cooling, and reliability for large-scale

scientific workloads Oak Ridge National Laboratory or ORNL.

Why They’re “Like” Scientific Labs

• Mission-driven: Designed for specific scientific missions, not general internet services.
• Specialized infrastructure: High-performance computing, advanced storage, and data
analysis tools.
• Research focus: Used for experiments, simulations, and analysis in fields like physics,
biology, climate, and energy.
• Controlled environments: Similar to labs, with strict environmental, security, and
operational protocols Green Harvest Capital.
In short, these data centers are not just storage and server rooms — they are scientific computing

laboratories that enable cutting-edge research across multiple disciplines.

Attachment A

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=4bf313abd10d48b8076e41eb8d65422b63ff7096ab9f45c785882b89f1c12d79JmltdHM9MTc4NzM1NjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0c79270e-a2bc-6ac4-1acf-3131a37b6bf4&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm5sLmdvdi9jb21wc2NpL3NkY2Mv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=4bf313abd10d48b8076e41eb8d65422b63ff7096ab9f45c785882b89f1c12d79JmltdHM9MTc4NzM1NjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0c79270e-a2bc-6ac4-1acf-3131a37b6bf4&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm5sLmdvdi9jb21wc2NpL3NkY2Mv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7277ef1f4496210e903c78207cde481c0af444726d133a667d3631a2b3427288JmltdHM9MTc4NzM1NjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0c79270e-a2bc-6ac4-1acf-3131a37b6bf4&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuamxhYi5vcmcvbmV3cy9yZWxlYXNlcy9qZWZmZXJzb24tbGFiLWJyZWFrcy1ncm91bmQtbmV3LWJ1aWxkaW5nLXBvd2VyLW5leHQtZ2VuZXJhdGlvbi1zY2llbnRpZmljLWRpc2NvdmVyeQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b63ca932b17b2aa42b846d2b933f93d80eb48eeeaa2cabe4d66331000f469fddJmltdHM9MTc4NzM1NjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0c79270e-a2bc-6ac4-1acf-3131a37b6bf4&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3JubC5nb3YvbmV3cy9vYWstcmlkZ2UtbmF0aW9uYWwtbGFib3JhdG9yeS1sYXVuY2hlcy1uZXh0LWdlbmVyYXRpb24tZGF0YS1jZW50ZXJzLWluc3RpdHV0ZQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d9023c9c893300c8f18a6573adcf0392418ee8e1afacf4da621efcd0e92d2aa4JmltdHM9MTc4NzM1NjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0c79270e-a2bc-6ac4-1acf-3131a37b6bf4&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ2hjLWxwLmNvbS9wb3N0cy93aGF0LWEtZGF0YS1jZW50ZXItYS1sYWItYW5kLWEtZmFjdG9yeS1mbG9vci1oYXZlLWluLWNvbW1vbg&ntb=1


yli X � (94 unread} - peda51@centul) X W NewTab X 0 Comp Plan_Title_17_Edits_Draft X + 

ers/David/Downloads/Com p%20Plan_ Title_ 17 _ Edits_Draft_ Ord i nance%204%20pa ges.pdf 

leo: Your ... M Gmail (:.� Internet Speed Test.. 0 USTVGO.TV-Watch... G Google lUJ Coronavirus Update... I;} LIVE STREAMING FR... W ,google ("; ome - Welcome to ... 

12 

13 Section 4. Kitsap County Code Section 17.110.658 Research laboratory,. last 

14 amended by Ordinance 611-2022j is amended as follows: 

15 

16 17.110.658 Research laboratory. 

17 

18 "Research laboratory" means a buildi1ng or group of buildings used tor scientific research, 

19 investigation, .and..testing; or experimentation, but not facilities for the manufacture or sale 
20 of products, except as incidental to the main purpose of the laboratory. Research 

21 laboratories are characterized by the presence of researchers technicians scientists 
22 engineers. or similar personnel conducting research, investigative. testing, or experimental 

23 activities within the laboratory testing areas or related workspaces A research laboratory 
24 may include associated offices, equipment. and support spaces directly related to 

25 research functions facilities whose pdmaryfunctio□ is equipment operation utility 
26 service provision, storage, warehousing, or other activities not involving ongoing research, 

27 investigation testing or experimentation by on-site personnel are not research 
28 laboratories. 

29 

30 Section 5. Kitsap CountyCode Section 17.110.743Warehousingand distribution, 

311 last amended by Ordinance 611-2022, is amended as follows: 

32 

33 17.110. 743 Warehousing and distribution. 

34 

35 "Warehousing and distribution" means a use j nyolvi ng a faciliity where only physical goods

36 a, e reeehied and/er 81:01 ed for delivery to other fil 1, ,g eir the final etJstein ,er. physical 
37 merchandise. physical materials. or physical equipment are stored for subsequent 

38 distribution sale transfer or use elsewhere A use that does not maintain an inventory 
39 consisting exclusively of physical goods shall not be considered warehousing and 

40 djstrihutjon 
41 

42 Section 6, Scrivener's Error. 
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