


Kitsap County Department of Public Works

Sewer Utility Division
2025 Sewer Standards Update – Public Hearing 
September 2, 2025

Staff Contact: Anthony Burgess, Capital Projects Manager



Kitsap County
Department of Public Works

3

Agenda
• Public Outreach and Planning Commission Schedule
• What is Sewer?
• Introduction to Standards and why an update is needed
• What did we change?

• Recap. Priority 1 changes from workshop #2
• Recap. Priority 2 changes from workshop #1

• Q/A before Public Hearing
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Meeting Type: Briefing Work Study Work Study Public Hearing Deliberations Findings of Fact

Meeting Date: 
Tuesday, 

7/15/2025
Tuesday, 
8/5/2025

Tuesday, 
8/19/2025

Tuesday, 
9/2/2025

Tuesday, 
9/23/2025

Tuesday, 
10/7/2025

Planning Commission and 
Outreach Schedule

SEPA DNS 
Published 
8/12/25

SEPA 
Comment 
Period end 

8/29/25

KBA 
Workshop 
7/10/25



Kitsap County Sewer provides service to Kingston, 
Manchester, Central (Silverdale/Poulsbo /Bangor/Keyport), and 
Suquamish service areas. 
• Over 220 Miles of Pipeline
• 4 Treatment Plants
• 65+ Pump Stations

What is Sewer?



1996 Standards
• Original Mechanism performed by county to create development 

standards. 
• Action also included creation of several Code Section which will 

be re-addressed in subsequent staff efforts. 

Then and Now
• Past attempts at updating the standards we made in 2000 and 

2015. 
• These efforts failed to navigate the formal adoption process. 

• No Public Engagement, SEPA, Hearing, and resolution. 
• The most recent attempt to update these standards was in 2020, 

these standards have been utilized unofficially by the Utility as the 
1996 standards were insufficient to serve the needs of the utility. 

2025 Standards
• Incorporates much of the work performed by previous attempts. 
• Updates format to be consistent with other jurisdictions.
• Will serve as a benchmark for future work. 



• PW Sewer has not had a comprehensive update to their standards in many 
years.  

• Requirements are not easily understood and difficult to locate.
• Some requirements are seen as barriers to development. 
• Some requirements are not  consistent with current construction practices. 
• Several Policy Changes have occurred and have not been reflected in the 

standards.

Why The Update?

What we did:

• Updated all figures to modern format.
• Included policies in the document. 
• Re-organized the document to be a resource and tool for the development 

community. 
• Expanded upon several sections to clarify grey or silent topics.
• Updated means and methods to be consistent with current construction 

practices and inspection requirements. 
• Structured the document to be comprehensive and reduce ambiguity.
• Will bring the document to Planning Commission in 2 parts. 



• Priority 1: Jurisdiction means and methods.
• These are industry specific requirements that are not meant to be open 

for exhaustive public deliberation. 
• These means and methods directly correlate to system operation, 

maintenance safety, and ensure longevity of public infrastructure.  
• There is a great deal of information within the document that must be 

updated as written

• Priority 2: Focusing on Development Issues 
• These are new or expanded ideas which are discretionary and change 

jurisdiction to jurisdiction. 
• These specific development regulations include policies, or other 

allowances that are not outright covered in WSDOT or Ecology guidance 
documents. 

• Each of these topics will be discussed within the upcoming work study.
• These standards have been shared with and presented to the Kitsap 

Builders Association in hopes of receiving constructive commentary prior 
to our 1st workshop. 

An update in (2) parts:



1996 Standards
7 – Divisions:
I) General Provisions
IF) Forms and Agreements
II)  Sanitary Sewer Mains
III) Side Sewers and Building Sewers
IV) Submersible Type Sewage Pump Stations
V) Wet Well/Dry Well Pump Stations
VI) Individual Grinder Pump Installations
Standard Details

~85 pages of standards
32 Standard Details
Included Standard Forms

2025 Standards
13 – Sections:
1) General Requirements
2) Sewer Pipe Design
3) Trenching and Pipe Installation
4) Manholes and Cleanout Design Construction
5) Industrial and Commercial Pretreatment
6) Alternative Systems and Special 

Requirements
7) Pump Station Provisions and Records
8) Site Requirements
9) Building Requirements
10)  Pump Design and Hydraulics
11)  Wet Well and Vault Design
12)  Electrical and Controls 
13)  Testing and Acceptance
Standard Details

~83 pages of Standards
36 Standard Details
Does not include Standard Forms

29 Years

Priority 1: Focusing on Development Issues – FOLLOW UP FROM  WORKSHOP #1







Section 1.1.7 (Pg 10): 
Removed the proposal for requiring non-dedication of utilities in 
private roadways. 

Section 1.7.1, 1.7.1.3-4 (Pg 14): 
Reworded blockage policy to be more specific on which steps 
happen first, added statements for reimbursement of homeowner 
incurred costs.

Section 3.3.4  (Pg 22): 
Broke out allowance for Geotech to certify materials. 

Section 3.3.9 (Pg 22): 
Clarified any non-approved material rather than specifying only 
pea gravel. 

Section 6.2.2.4(a) (Pg 32): 
Added clarity on how ERUs are regulated for Accessory Dwelling 
Units. 

Priority 2: Focusing on Development Issues – FOLLOW UP FROM  WORKSHOP #1
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Anthony Burgess, PE
awburgess@kitsap.gov

(360)981-1767

mailto:awburgess@kitsap.gov
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