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2025 Sewer Standards Update – Introduction and Invitation for Initial Feedback
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Agenda
• Schedule Review
• What is Sewer?
• Introduction to Standards
• Discussion of Updates
• Slides to support Discussion
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Option #1 with 2 Work Studies:
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Public Works Sewer Standards

Meeting Type: Briefing Work Study Work Study Public Hearing Deliberations Findings of Fact

Meeting Date: 
Tuesday, 

7/15/2025
Tuesday, 
8/5/2025

Tuesday, 
8/19/2025

Tuesday, 
9/2/2025

Tuesday, 
9/23/2025

Tuesday, 
10/7/2025

Option #2 with 1 Work Study:
Public Works Sewer Standards

Meeting Type: Briefing Work Study Public Hearing Deliberations Findings of Fact

Meeting Date: 
Tuesday, 

7/15/2025
Tuesday, 
8/5/2025

Tuesday, 
8/19/2025

Tuesday, 
9/2/2025

Tuesday, 
9/23/2025

Planning Commission Schedule



Kitsap County Sewer provides service to Kingston, 
Manchester, Central (Silverdale/Poulsbo /Bangor/Keyport), and 
Suquamish service areas. 
• Over 220 Miles of Pipeline
• 4 Treatment Plants
• 65+ Pump Stations

What is Sewer?



• PW Sewer has not had a comprehensive update to their standards in many 
years.  

• Requirements are not easily understood and difficult to locate.
• Some requirements are seen as barriers to development. 
• Some requirements are not  consistent with current construction practices. 
• Several Policy Changes have occurred and have not been reflected in the 

standards.

Why The Update?

What we did:

• Updated all figures to modern format.
• Included policies in the document. 
• Re-organized the document to be a resource and tool for the development 

community. 
• Expanded upon several sections to clarify grey or silent topics.
• Updated means and methods to be consistent with current construction 

practices and inspection requirements. 
• Structured the document to be comprehensive and reduce ambiguity.
• Will bring the document to Planning Commission in 2 parts. 



• Priority 1: Jurisdiction means and methods.
• These are industry specific requirements that are not meant to be open 

for exhaustive public deliberation. 
• These means and methods directly correlate to system operation, 

maintenance safety, and ensure longevity of public infrastructure.  
• There is a great deal of information within the document that must be 

updated as written

• Priority 2: Focusing on Development Issues 
• These are new or expanded ideas which are discretionary and change 

jurisdiction to jurisdiction. 
• These specific development regulations include policies, or other 

allowances that are not outright covered in WSDOT or Ecology guidance 
documents. 

• Each of these topics will be discussed within the upcoming work study.
• These standards have been shared with and presented to the Kitsap 

Builders Association in hopes of receiving constructive commentary prior 
to our 1st workshop. 

An update in (2) parts:



1. Revised conveyance system details to be more consistent with 
capital project construction means and methods.

2. Formalized Lift Station Minimum Requirements.
a) Expanded details, specifications, and procedures
b) Bonding dependent on basin buildout similar to stormwater 

ponds. 
3. Allowance for contractor installation of connection to existing 

gravity lines (typ.).
4. Provided reference to Ecology manual for alternative trenching 

techniques.
5. Added new details for transition of some authorities to DCD. 
6. Requirement for public cleanouts to be in cast iron with concrete 

collar. 
7. Many others within the document and details, primarily a cleanup 

effort and expansion on detail describing how to construct public 
sewer systems.

Part 1: Jurisdiction Means and Methods



1. Included Several new Policies statements for the following:
a) Prohibition of Septic System conveyance to County.
b) Pipe installed within private roadways will not be 

dedicated to the County. 
c) Blockages without a cleanout at ROW edge.

2. Increased easement width requirements and manhole width 
requirements depending on structure depth.

3. Increased installation requirements for pipe zone bedding, 
compaction.

4. Increasing the max. # of IPS connections from 10 to 15 before 
a lift station is required. 

5. Specified minimum site requirements for Developer built Lift 
Stations.

6. Reduced tolerance of “bellies” in gravity pipelines. 

• Each Topic was Discussed with Kitsap Builders Association July 
10th 2025 and are highlighted in the Draft Standards. 

Part 2: Focusing on Development Issues



Key Takeaways:
• Sewer does not inherit pipe constructed 

on commercial private property.
• Focus of this discussion is regarding 

extending this policy to private roads.

KBA 7/10/25:
• Concerned with long term cost to 

homeowners.

• Disc. of current risks to County with 
existing Policy







Key Takeaways:
• Previous cap was 10 IPS systems.
• Change to 15 ERUs supports current 

zoning density allowances in Urban Low 
Zoning

•  Is a 1st step towards further density 
support.

KBA 7/10/25:
• Asked KC Sewer to explore a higher limit

• Disc. of risks to County if Public
• Disc. of risks to Homeowners if Private
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Questions / Comments
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Anthony Burgess, PE
awburgess@kitsap.gov

(360)981-1767

mailto:awburgess@kitsap.gov


Option #1: Discuss document and make a motion to 
move forward to a Public Hearing.

Option #2: Discuss changes and continue discussions in a 
second workshop. 
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