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What is Stormwater?

“Stormwater” means the runoff during and following 
precipitation and snowmelt events, including surface 
runoff, drainage or interflow.

As Stormwater flows over the ground surface, the runoff 
picks up metals, gasoline, sediment, pathogens, and 
nutrients from our everyday activities and flows into 
storm drains, ditches, and pipes. 

This storm and surface water runoff is the leading 
transporter of pollution into Puget Sound and local 
wetlands, creeks, streams and rivers.



Source Control Overview

Source control – The control of 
pollutants from entering storm and 
surface water by using Best 
Management Practices. 

To stay in compliance with Ecology, 
Kitsap County is required to adopt an 
ordinance and program that requires 
pollutant generating businesses to 
implement BMPs to prevent pollution. 

This includes inspections, enforcement, 
and staff training.  



Pollutant generating 
business types
Pollutant generating =
• When the typical daily activities 

of the business creates potential 
for pollutants to be released to 
the environment

Businesses include:
• Publicly and privately owned 

institutional, commercial, and 
industrial businesses/sites

• Multi-family sites (complaint based 
only)

• Single family residential (complaint 
based only)

Examples include:
o Mobile businesses
o Auto repair
o Restaurants
o Gas stations
o Grocery
o Fleet rentals
o Dry cleaners
o Rock quarries



Best Management Practices (BMPs)
BMP is an activity, practice, or maintenance procedure that prevents or 
reduces the pollutants to Kitsap County storm system or waters of the State.  
There are 3 types of source control BMPs: Operational, structural, and 
treatment.



Operational source control BMP

Operational source control BMPs are nonstructural practices that prevent or reduce 
pollutants from entering stormwater. 

Common examples include:
• Sweeping
• Labeling chemical containers with contents
• Having a spill kit on hand
• Create a spill plan
• Train staff on spill cleanup and prevention
• Eliminate washwater from discharging to storm system



Structural source control BMP

Structural source control BMPs are physical, structural, or mechanical devices, or 
facilities, that are intended to prevent pollutants from entering stormwater. These will 
only be required if operational BMPs do not prevent pollutant discharges. 

Common examples include:
• Berms
• Plastic sheeting
• Oil water separator
• Herbicide/pesticide storage in covered and impervious containment
• Spill containment sump
• Covering over dumpster enclosure
• Paving



Treatment source control BMP

Treatment source control BMPs are intended to remove pollutants from stormwater. 
These will only be required if operational and structural source control BMPs do not 
prevent pollutant discharges. 

Common examples include:
• Biofiltration swales
• Filter strips
• Conveying high-potential oil spill areas to be directed to sanitary sewer, with 

oil/water separator as pre-treatment



Ordinance Required by Ecology

The following are minimum requirements for a source control 
code/ordinance (Western Washington Phase II Permit, S5.C.8.b.i):



Proposed Ordinance Language- updated draft 
based on Planning Commission recommendations



What will businesses need to do?

All businesses will be required 
to meet applicable operational 
source control BMPs outlined 
in the Ecology Manual.

Source control BMPs start on 
page 497 of the Ecology 
Manual.

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezsh
are/wq/Permits/Flare/2019SW
MMWW/Content/Resources/D
ocsForDownload/2019SWMM
WW.pdf

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/wq/Permits/Flare/2019SWMMWW/Content/Resources/DocsForDownload/2019SWMMWW.pdf


Restaurant Example inspection items

• Keep dumpster area clean and trash picked up 
with lid closed

• Keep used cooking oil storage bin free of leaks 
and lid closed

• Maintain grease interceptor to prevent sewer 
overflows

• Hood vent filter and floor mat cleaning 
washwater to sewer 

• Floor drains connected to sewer system
• Mop water is dumper inside to sewer system
• Spill plan in place
• Spill kit on site
• Storm drains cleaned within typical schedule



Example from Ecology Manual



Enforcement Process
of BMP Implementation

• Using new code adoption
• Progressive enforcement

o Education/technical assistance
o Verbal warning
o Warning letter
o Notice of Violation
o Infraction

Enforcement will be last resort. We 
will try to work with and provide 
assistance to all businesses. 

Most businesses already have 
operational BMPs in place and will not 
need to change anything.



Other Municipalities

Other Counties and Cities already have this ordinance and inspection 
program in place for many years, including Snohomish County, King County, 
Peirce County.

Local municipalities such as City of Port Orchard, Bremerton, Poulsbo, 
Bainbridge are all in the process of adopting this program. We are working 
together to make sure our outreach and information given to businesses is 
similar. 



Public Outreach Process
• Goal is to communicate with Kitsap businesses about the new ordinance 

and to provide ways to provide public comment.



Public Outreach – Postcard to businesses 



Public Outreach - website
https://www.kitsapgov.com/pw/Pages/BMPOrdinance.aspx



Public Outreach – website includes public comments 
submittal 



Next Steps

• March – April
o Public outreach takes place

• June/July 2022:
o Planning Commission 

Recommendation
• August 1, 2022: 

o Code adoption
• January 1, 2023: 

o Inspections Begin



Discussion



THANK YOU!
Sarah Olson
solson@co.kitsap.wa.us
Kitsap County Public Works - Stormwater
phone: 360-337-7298

Aislin Gallagher
agallagher@co.kitsap.wa.us
Kitsap County Public Works - Stormwater
phone: 360-337-7295

Michelle Perdue
mperdue@co.kitsap.wa.us
Kitsap County Public Works - Stormwater
phone: 360-337-5659
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