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IN THE SUPERIOR AND DISTRICT COURTS OF THE
STATE OF WASHINGTON FOR KITSAP COUNTY

IN RE THE SECURITY OF THE KITSAP

COUNTY COURTHOUSE SERVING JOINT
BOTH SUPERIOR AND DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE
COURTS OF THE STATE OF ORDER
WASHINGTON IN AND FOR KITSAP

COUNTY

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

The Kitsap County Superior and District Courts (hereafter “Courts”) find the
following facts and conclusions of law:

The Kitsap County Courthouse is used by employees, witnesses, case participants,
victims, and jurors daily. The work performed by the courts frequently involves persons
dealing with traumatic and/or deeply emotional subject matters, which can give rise to
security risks;

The physical design of the Kitsap County Courthouse allows for the free flow of
persons throughout the hallways including the daily transportation of in-custody defendants
between the jail and one or more of nine courtrooms;

The public enters the courthouse through the main doors located on Division Street
(hereafter “Division Street entry”). As currently operated, there are two entrances which
are to be exclusively used by employees and other authorized users. One of the two
employee entry points is located at the southwest corner of the building closest to Cline
Street (hereafter “Cline Street entry”). The Cline Street entry has only been open for

employee access in recent years. Previously, the Cline Street entry was for emergencies
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Courts have inherent power and obligation to control all necessary court functions
to promote the effective administration of justice, Zylstra v. Piva, 85 Wn.2d 743, 749-50
(1975). Included within the Court’s inherent powers is the authority to do all that is
reasonably necessary for the efficient administration of justice, Ordell v. Gaddis, 99 Wn.2d
409, 411 (1983). “Under the inherent powers of the courts, the judiciary has authority to
administer justice and to ensure the safety of court personnel, litigants and the public.”
State v. Wadsworth, 139 Wn.2d 724, 741 (2000). As noted by the Washington State
Supreme Court in State v. Harzog, “[i]t is fundamental that a trial court is vested with the
discretion to provide for courtroom security, in order to ensure the safety of court officers,
parties, and the public.” 96 Wn.2d 383, 396 (1981), citing Illinois v. Allen, 397 US 337
(1970); see also, Wadsworth, 139 Wn.2d at 739-40.;

A safe courthouse environment is fundamental to the administration of justice.
Employees, case participants, and members of the public should expect safe and secure
courthouses. See, Washington State General Rule 36; and

The Courts find that it is their duty and obligation to the public to act to ensure,
within the means available, that the Kitsap County Courthouse is safe and secure;

Based upon the foregoing, the Courts hereby enter the following

ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, all patrons entering the county courthouse through the
Division Street entry shall be screened. Screening will apply to all entrants including
members of the public, employees, attorneys, and elected officials.

Contractors coming into the Courthouse to perform repairs that require tools or
equipment must go through screening at the Division Street door and be met by either
Facilities staff or the County department responsible for the repair request. Contractors
with oversized equipment or large vendor deliveries shall make prior arrangements with
Security for access through one of the southside doors.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT effective February 1, 2019, the Cline Street
entry will be closed to routine ingress and egress. The door will revert to functioning as an

emergency exit only and will be alarmed if opened.







