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Margaret Smith was happy playing with children her age at her neighbor’s farm house ten 
miles outside of Ranton, New Mexico.  But it certainly wasn’t all fun and games in the early 
1900’s when outlaws gangs rode into town.  It was commonplace to relocate the women and 
children while Ranton was being ransacked.  But nothing bothered the always enthusiastic 
Smith who married young and loved to Mexican Hat Dance using the castanets.  

Coal mining was the common way to make a living during the depression years and Smith did 
not see a bright future in Ranton, and was determined to rise above her childhood 
surroundings.  Inevitably the 20th century led to the Santa Fe Trail giving way to the Santa Fe 
Railway which she rode to California in 1922.  Five years later her husband was laid off from 
the railroad and they used his two tickets for severance to move to his mom’s house in Seattle.  
Ten years later they relocated to Port Orchard and Smith started working for the county.  She 
steadily progressed from a switchboard operator to the County Auditor’s Office, before being 
appointed as the Kitsap County Clerk in 1957.   
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(Margaret Smith and Gov. Rosellini in 1965) 

Reina Osburn, a Republican, had retired that year and the county commissioners appointed 
Smith, a Democrat, to fill her position.  They were not required to select along party lines until 
the law was repealed eight years later.  Smith drover her 1955 Willys station wagon along 
Division Street each day, probably looking back to yesteryear and wishing her AM radio could 
pick up southwest music she had grown up listening to when automobiles were scarce.  The 
post-war baby boom population explosion led to the need for inexpensive town house tract 
homes and Port Orchard expanded.  Smith was determined to have her office grow in kind and 
more than doubled her employees after taking office.  Never forgetting the poverty of her 
formative years, Smith kept an open mind and considered herself socially liberal, but fiscally 
conservative.    

Smith moved the Clerk’s Office from old school to the first days of modern technology, and 
consistently made decisions that helped with expansion.  She worked hand in hand with the 
Superior Courts as their workload increased dramatically with the population boom.  Politically 
savvy and known as a straight shooter, she served as a delegate to the Democratic National 
Conventions for both Kennedy and Johnson.  Her reputation as honest and straightforward led 
to a long-time friendship with then-governor, Albert Rossellini, who shared Smith’s vision of 
technology, as proven by his bringing the 1962 World’s Fair to Seattle. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


