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Some young men with political aspirations are born into families with law school as a 
prerequisite, but few, quite by accident, found their calling like Bob Freudenstein did.  In the 
psychedelic era of the Strawberry Alarm Clock playing on the radio, Freudenstein found 
himself working as a shoes salesman in his late 20s.  When Kitsap County Commissioner Bill 
Mahan called him about the vacant County Clerk position, the job of County Clerk looked 
pretty good from his perspective.  

Mahan, a former milkman, knew what it was like to start from meager beginnings and thought 
Freudenstein would be a perfect fit.  Mahan encouraged Bob to apply for the position. The 
other commissioners agreed with him and he was selected to fill the shoes of Margaret Smith.  
From the very beginning Freudenstein jumped in full throttle.  His first day at work provided a 
shocking revelation, the clerk’s office did not have a cash register and all its money being kept 
in a shoe box, which was amusing considering his last occupation!  He remedied that 



immediately by purchasing the best register available.  This was just the tip of the iceberg for a 
tenure that would last a quarter of a century. 

Freudenstein quickly realized he needed to be the first County Clerk who did not work at the 
front counter.  He used his time wisely with his common sense skillset and implemented much 
needed newer technology.  On the bright side of the spectrum, the Beatles were still together 
in 1969; on the lesser side, the clerks were still transcribing court minutes into large ledger 
books.  It took the office ten more years to transition to a statewide computer case 
management system.  Implementing that dramatic change was not an easy undertaking, but 
Freudenstein and his staff persevered and then some. 

The number of Clerk’s Office employees grew from 9 to 33 to handle the five additional Judges 
added during his 28-year tenure.  He envisioned a paperless court more than twenty years 
before it would finally come to pass; which was finally brought about in 2016.  Someone is not 
re-elected seven times without being politically savvy and Bob had the pleasure of meeting 
John Kennedy, Hubert Humphrey, Senator Henry (Scoop) Jackson and Bill Clinton. 
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