
 

 

Fred W. Comstock 

 
 

After Washington joined the statehood in 1889, Joseph 
Comstock, the enumerator (keeper of vital statistics), 
couldn’t help but notice that his son was a chip off the old 
block.  Comstock suggested to his 25-year old son, Fred, 



 

 

that he should seek election as the state’s first Kitsap 
County Clerk.  The elder Comstock saw youth as an 
advantage for a position needing vigor and administrative 
structure for a newly formed office keeping records for the 
court.  Fred Comstock turned out to be a natural leader and 
he was elected to the clerk position.  His Dad’s instincts on 
his son’s political potential were astute as he later was 
elected to two terms to the State House of Representatives 
in Olympia.  
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